i8o3]            CESSION  OF  LOUISIANA               41

an accession of strength; this proved effectual and the
whole transaction was settled before Munroe arrived.
The first news of this event gave me great joy, as I
had heard Mr. Jys. conduct in preferring negotiation to
invasion, brought as a new proof of timidity and when I
had ventured to say it arose from love of peace, they
quite laughed me to scorn, and said it was cowardice
alone. I did not know the interest I felt in political con-
cerns, until lately, and this event has given me such real
satisfaction that were you to hear me, you would not
again tax me with indifference. I have reserved all my
political thoughts and observations for conversation.
Your letter was quite interesting. I thought of you all
day on the fourth of July and wished most heartily to be
with you at the Presidents. I believe I feel more highly
gratified by any mark of respect shown to you, than you
can yourself. I felt very anxious to hear how you de-
livered the piece you speak of, and thought I should have
trembled with anxiety had I been near you. Dear hus-
band it is your modesty only, that could induce you to
think it such a mark of confidence, to tell me that you
were approved of. But let the motive be what it will, I
entreat you ever to repose this kind of confidence in your
wife, who feels far more gratified by every testimony of
regard towards you, than those paid to herself. Never
then, my best friend, conceal from me, what will give
me more pleasure than anything else. Tomorrow week,
I expect dearest husband to be again in your arms! Yes
indeed we shall be happy. I pray you let nothing inter-
fere to disappoint us. I feel a kind of dread about me,
and your mentioning that you were not very well, makes
me fear that illness may detain you. I yesterday pur-
chased a certain cure for the ague for you. I shall come
home with two or three infallable medicines and hope if I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